
MARS HILL TOWN COUNCIL
Council Meeting Record
08/17/2020
6:00 PM

Council Members Present: Rena Kearney, Trent Lundeen, Michael Stitham, Donna McClung and Sam Mahan.   Also present: Darrell Wilson, Stuart Craig, Anne McQuade, Gerald Cousins, Wayne Garrison, Troy Bradstreet, John York, Representative Trey Stewart, Lizzy Gillen, and Dave Cyr, Town Manager

Chairman Stitham called the meeting and Public Hearing to order at 6:00 PM.  Dave Cyr noted that Kelly Garrison’s mother had passed away late this morning.

Dave Cyr explained the process of the Liquor License Renewal.  There were no questions or comments regarding the renewal of the liquor license for Timberwolves restaurant.  Motion by Lundeen, seconded by McClung to close the Public Hearing at 6:02 PM.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion by Kearney, seconded by Lundeen to approve the records of the July 20, 2020 Council Meetings.  Motion carried 4-0.

Dave reviewed the Financial Report for the week ending July 7, 2020.  Dave went over the Financial Reports; our benchmark is at 51.9% YTD, with our budgeted expenditures at 45.7% YTD.  Our budgeted revenues are at 19.0% YTD, although we have collected $603,972 in property tax payments not reflected in this report.  We have also collected the $500,000 in Windmill tax payment also not shown in this report. Motion by McClung, seconded by Kearney to accept the August 10, 2020 Financial Report as presented.  Motion carried 4-0.

Dave reported that he and his staff had worked on the Commitment, and tax bills, and corrections and abatements.  He also had worked on the Kings Grove and Pierce Cemetery issues and attended live and zoom meetings. He had worked with the Highway Crew to install culverts and do ditching on Mill Streets.  Wayne reported that his crews had worked on Mill Street in its entirety, and had done ditching work on Country Club Road.  Wayne believed that they could complete the in town work with the excavator before it went back. With Dave Collins not present, Dave Cyr reported that Dave and Pastor Mitch Ross had tried to set up a skills and drills baseball program earlier in July, but that they had only 4 kids sign up before the deadline.  Dave has continued work in the cemetery, while attending statewide zoom meetings regarding efforts to do recreational activities  Everybody was waiting to see what the schools were doing as many departments utilize school facilities in some form or fashion.  There is a county recreation directors meeting on Thursday of this week, where there will be a more localized discussion on recreation activities this fall.  Mike asked whether we could reopen the Community Center to walkers in the morning.  Dave will look into it, but cautioned ha they still had a day care operating in the basement until at least October.   Darrell indicated that the Fire Department had started to do 40 hour training for new members.  He also has ordered the new spreader tool, which should arrive this week.  Donna asked whether we could do anything to improve housekeeping at the Transfer Station.  Dave will contact Dean Lawrence about it.

Public Participation:

Dave introduced Representative Trey Stewart who spoke to the Council about the issues facing Augusta and municipalities across the state.  
 
Old Business:

1. Dave stated that he was waiting for a schedule from Trombley Industries regarding the milling and paving.  The holdup appears to be the availability of the milling machine.  No further action was taken. 

2. Motion by Kearney, seconded by Mahan to approve payment of the $25 per capita capitation fee to the Central Aroostook Ambulance Service.  Motion carried 4-0.

3. Motion by Rena, seconded by McClung to approach the Town of Blaine and offer to use the Community Center building committee as the entity to discuss recreation and the future of the Community Center building.  Motion carried 4-0.

4. Dave provided an update on the demolition of the Town Office section of the Highway Garage.  He completed the RFP on Friday afternoon, and was waiting to confirm the next meeting schedule.  No further action was taken.

5. Bruce Hussey reported that he had solicited a verbal bid from BKB and a written bid from Cushman Construction for the demolition of the Hollis Kimball home on Maple Street.  There was a motion by McClung, seconded by Kearney to table action on the demolition of the property at 18 Maple Street.  Motion carried 4-0.  Bruce left the meeting following this action.

6. Motion by Rena, seconded by Lundeen to reappointment Donna McClung as a representative to the Central Aroostook Emergency Services Board of Directors.  Motion carried 3-0-1 with McClung abstaining.

7. There was no other Old Business brought to the Council.

New Business:

1. Motion by McClung, seconded by Lundeen to approve the renewal of the On-Premise Liquor License Renewal for Timberwolves Restaurant.  Motion carried 4-0.

2. Motion by Kearney, seconded by Mahan to sign deed transferring land between the Town of Mars Hill and the Evan and Linda Grass Revocable Trust to expand the Pierce Cemetery.  Motion carried 4-0.

3. Motion by Kearney, seconded by McClung to accept letter from Felch & Company regarding the FY2019 Audit Findings. Motion carried 4-0.

4. Motion by Lundeen, seconded by Mahan to reduce valuation on Parcels 2A/24 and 2A/25.  Motion carried 4-0.

5. Motion by Mahan, seconded by Kearney to authorize Real Property Tax Abatements for Tim Brewer, Travis Kearney, Personal Rep, Ken & Judith Stahnke, The Aroostook Medical Center, Lillian Barnes, Jay Boyd, Perley E, and James W. Ackerson, Michael and Joan Toepel, Michael Toepel and GK&L Investments.   Motion carried 4-0.

6. Dave noted that there would be an Elected Officials Webinar on Wednesday evening and if any of the Councilors wished to attend, to let him know.  No further action was taken. 

7. There was no other new business to be brought before the Council.

8. Motion by Kearney, seconded by McClung to set the next Council meeting date and time as Monday, September 21, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  Motion passed 4-0.

9. Motion by Lundeen, seconded by Kearney to enter into Executive session for consultation with legal counsel in accordance with 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (E) at 7:14 PM.   Motion passed 4-0.  Following the close of the Executive Session at 7:30, Motion by Lundeen, seconded by Kearney to approve the Settlement of Mediation with Brandon Saucier and to authorize Dave Cyr to execute any documents necessary on behalf of the Town Council.  Motion passed 4-0.

10. Chairman Stitham adjourned the meeting at 7:31 PM. 


Respectfully Submitted and Attested

David D. Cyr
Town Manager
