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Council Members Present: Rena Kearney, Trent Lundeen, Michael Stitham, Donna McClung and Sam Mahan.   Also present: Stuart Craig, Gerald Cousins and Dave Cyr, Town Manager

Chairman Kearney called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

Motion by Stitham, seconded by Lundeen to accept the record of the January 21, 2020 and February 4, 2020 Council Meetings as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.

Dave reviewed the Financial Report for the week ending January 31, 2020.  Based on unaudited figures, we ended the year having spent 91.9% of our budgeted expenditures, while taking in 95.5% of our budgeted revenues.  Motion by McClung, seconded by Stitham to accept the January 31, 2020 Financial Report as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.

Anne and Kelly have been busy with end of year closeout and getting ready for the auditors who will be here on Wednesday and Thursday of this week.  They are also working to get ready for the March 3 Primary election, followed by the Municipal election on March 16.  Anne attended a Title 30-A Elections workshop last week.  They also have updated the deeds and transfer documents through January 31 and Dave has delivered those to Lewis Cousins in Pre4sque Isle.  Dave stated that as soon as we caught up on the backlog, Anne will start on updating our web site.  Dave attended a meeting with a representative of ReVision last week in Presque Isle to discuss the possibility of pursuing a solar power purchase agreement.  Others in attendance were the City of Presque Isle, SAD#1, Mapleton, Castle Hill, and Chapman and the Presque Isle Housing Authority.  We will determine our total usage and cost and provide that information to them.  He will be attending his MMA Executive Committee meeting in late March and they will be meeting with the Governor’s Municipal Advisory Council where will bring up the issue of EMS in Maine.  There is a meeting of the ambulance committee tomorrow night.  Dave had planned to meet with Sharon Campbell of Senator King’s Office and Jason Schneider of Customs and Border Protection to look at the Gizoquit Brook to determine whether any DHS funds could be made available for this project.  No further action was taken.

Public Participation:

There was no request for an opportunity to address the Council during the Public Participation period.
 
Old Business:

1. Dave reported that RealTerm had repaired the lights at the Prestile Stream Bridge, but the underlying problem is that the power cables have deteriorated and will need to be replaced.  He has reached out to MDOT to determine the ownership of those cables.  There is still a fixture on Grove Street that is creating a problem; the controller will have to be replaced.  No further action was taken.

2. Brandon was not present and no information was available.  No further action was taken.

3. Rena and Trent provided an update on their testimony at the Legislative Hearing held last Monday.  Dave reported that the timeline for enactment continues to be by the end of the week, although he will be participating in the Aroostook Partnership Legislative Call-in on Thursday noon, and will report back if there are any significant delays. No further action was taken.

4. There was no other Old Business brought to the Council.

New Business:

1. Motion by Stitham, seconded by Lundeen to ratify action to appoint three representatives to the Central Aroostook Emergency Medical Services Authority Board of Directors. Motion carried 4-0-1 with McClung abstaining.

2. Motion by Stitham, seconded by McClung to ratify action to secure 49 Benjamin Street after the 21 Day period to remove Personal Property.  Motion carried 5-0.

3. Motion by Stitham, seconded by McClung to ratify action to proceed with the development of a Downtown Revitalization TIF District. Motion carried 5-0.

4. Motion by Lundeen, seconded by McClung to ratify action to authorize Dave Cyr to sign the 2020 Electrical Generation Service Agreement with Algonquin Energy Services.  Motion carried 5-0.

5. Motion by Stitham, seconded by McClung to ratify action to provide financial assistance to the 2020 Miss Mars Hill Pageant.  Motion carried 5-0.

6. Dave noted that he had decided to postpone the opening of proposals to hire an engineering consultant to do design work to put out work on the Town Office and former Highway Garage, but rather to redirect the proposal to identify what actually needed to be done, and move forward with a more defined scope of work.  There was discussion on the need to hire an engineer at all.  Dave’s response was that there are code issues which need to be addressed and it would be better to identify those issues before we moved forward with the wok and have to come back afterwards to bring those repairs into compliance.  Dave will contact Scott Cyr of the Fire Marshall’s Office for additional guidance.  No further action was taken.

7. Motion by Stitham, seconded by McClung to Approve the Annual Municipal Warrant for March 16, 2020.  Motion carried 5-0.

8. Motion by Lundeen, seconded by McClung to enter into an agreement with MDOT to allow Over Limit loads in conjunction with MDOT project 24145.00. .  Motion carried 5-0

9. Motion by Stitham, seconded by Mahan to appoint Dave Collins, Dawn Mahan, Rena Kearney, Kathy Miller, Adam Metzler, Rebecca Kinney, Starr Craig, Bob Craig and Sue Vreeland to the 2020 Homecoming Committee.  .  Motion carried 5-0

10. Motion by Mahan, seconded by Stitham to approve an Application for Veteran Maine Veteran Property Tax Exemption submitted by Gordon D. Anderson.  Motion carried 5-0

11. There was no other new business to be brought before the Council.

12. Motion by Stitham, seconded by McClung to set the next Council meeting date and time as Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.

13. Chairman Kearney adjourned the meeting at 6:53 PM.

Respectfully Submitted and Attested


David D. Cyr
Municipal Clerk



